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Scripts for Yatsu Higata Nature Observation Center’s Kamishibai “Gambare! Chibita!”

[Note to the players]

A Kamishibai is a way of story-telling that consists with a script and a set of pictures. It
can be played either by one person or by a group of people playing different roles.

The word “Gambare!”of the title of this Kamishibai means “Hang in there!” and ‘Chibita’
is a name of a juvenile Red-necked Stint, meaning ‘a small boy.” When this story is
played in English, the name ‘Chibita’ can be replaced with “Tom’ if that is easier for the

players and enhances especially young audience’s understanding.
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[Introduction]
Yatsu Higata tidal flat is located in Narashino City, Chiba Prefecture, Japan. The
rectangle shaped tidal flat is connected to Tokyo Bay through two channels. According to
the change in tide, it becomes a land when low tide, and it is covered when high tide.
Many living creatures including ragworms, clams, crabs, seaweeds, and planktons are
living there, and that attracts many waterbirds to feed on them. This Kamishibai story

1s about a small migratory shorebird.

##E Slide 0 (The slide with Japanese letters)|
All SHOBEL [RATH ! BT !
The title for today’s story is "Gambare! Chibita!"

Chibita ZAHIT, EOARNEH O, FUR 2TV BRAT,
T2 BEoEENTE, YT
BOLWHENESSANWT, o THHERIRE ZARAT,
BELOWRSATTONT, RIFERBEZ0 s FnETLe L
Hello, My name is Chibita (Tom?*).
I'm a bird called the Red-necked Stint.
I was born in Siberia.
It’s a wonderful place as there are many yummy insects that become our
food.
I'm so happy with lots of my favourite food and with my kind father who
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looks after me.
TN, BHDHHDZ L,
One day...

Sh, ZEbL, I—<BHZ,

Kids, listen carefully.

bHo, V—F—NATS X,

Oh, our leader is calling us.

LU b TNSAREL o727, REDH EF U200,

LI LIEBLL LIenh, 22 vR_RU T ERBEN CREOEARICH 2 AT L,
You have grown up Chibita, and you fly very well now.

Soon we will leave Siberia to travel to the countries in the South.
A>T HDOHRDOHIY) £T?

South? To that forest?

WDNR, EANLED T o LTS,

T AR IARICELS SADBRN LT E FTICARE T LD
HOTLED, TOLIELRERWNPESR-oTLEIDS,

No, not the forest. Much further south.

There is plenty of food here now but soon the cold winter comes and
everything will get frozen and it’ll be impossible to find food.

IR TORNETH S LW ORICEHE T, EALAEIR->TEEL
7o

Siberian summer is short, and it passed quickly. Now it is becoming

colder and colder.

b, HFRIE, HAzHODF—!

Everyone, are you ready? Let’s go!

Lo SLILETHINDADBR S TETDOTY,

Finally it is time to leave.

F—L, E<HHARIZONTITL £ !

OK. I will follow the group.

SH3L, IRYUTIZEALE NS ENEBLRo>TWNEET,
WEWE, @B TORAITHBED 7,

As they start flying, their hometown gets smaller and far behind. A huge

journey of life or death has just begun.
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b ORIL, WRICH S B222 B AR TIROE LT,
One night, they were fly together in dark under the twinkling stars.
I — MATENNRAIES D,
Wow, how beautiful they are!
Sh, HEMEZLRNEL I, HORZARIIRATNI 9,
That star is our landmark, it shows us our right direction. Let’s follow
that star.
ST, hURVTEBLRIRNYTEZHELTLE 9 ED BV TZDT
LXoh

Well, how long has it been since the Red-necked Stints left Siberia?

b, Blahin~a~xall, b5MEb, RACbESTRNE,
BRPOSIENERTZN K B,

I'm so hungry... I haven’t eaten for so many days. I want to eat until my
belly is full...

BHNIET oM E T LEST D,

T, DTS TRESATE, B,

You all have lost your weights... but come on, keep flying Chibita!
bR T B ORETHITH S TWET,

HOX, BN AR LB LENTHNEET,

BT DR TIPS IRFUTIE SN2 £ DRE, ||

Their weights became half of what they used to be.

Chibita has lost his speed and is falling behind the others.

When he had almost used up his remaining engergy...

o, RETEIRZLZS ! o4 LTE

AT, BETELVA N U ETITHIXIZEDN WS X0 52,
Oh, I can see Yatsu Higata tidal flat.
Keep flying! If we reach Yatsu Higata restaurant we will have lots of
yummy food there.
Z ! 2TBE? Biholo—, BRATEDRICHPBEBNTE, LLo!

Lots of food? What a relief! I feel an extra surge of energy coming in!

2=\, ZHtE TV XN,
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Yeah! There are lots of food here.

IS, =R, BNV DZ,

Look at there! Crabs, fish and shellfish.

TS, ESORFE T A B2, B Ly,

My favorites, so many worms! So delicious.

LU, b OFEFTERTERNTENESVELE,

Chibita lost himself in eating; he ate, ate, and ate.

IHxI&FE, H— FAE, bL, ZTIZHREFIRLVA LT i3 eh
Sleh, HTAE IR TV NEIRNE,

Great food. I've had enough now. I can’t imagine what would have
happened if there wasn’t Yatsu Higata Restaurant here.
ZDLETT, RICHPREREDDLWEORNINEBIXTEND £ LT,

At that very moment, a large shadow stood in front of Chibita.

R, b, Flx, Lo ThbREWVWATLA,

He...Hello. Wow, you are very big.

O, FEL BT AIFIL, ZORETETFEREINVWEROS,
ZIUZLTH, BlebidEoThH/hIni,

Yeah. We are Gray Herons, the biggest bird species in Yatsu Higata.

By the way you are very small.

Dl ELITHEBTR TR NIRERAIE ST,

Yes, apparently we are the smallest bird species here.

ATHT 5 & HOTIT R TIHRDEITREY £ Lz,

A number of days later, Chibita gained weight and became the same

weight as he was before.

LN = HF =P TETENE L,

The leader came and told the group.

S, B2, FADEANHFELE D,

Everyone. Let’s depart for the south again

ZZo 1 bo LEAMTKD? IEIFELZ NN ed,
What! Further south?? I wanna stay here.

226, bIOTSENARS DAL,

bol, bo bMOEMTNRERRLRVAI,

The cold winter comes here, too. We have to go further south.

ZIMme o o, TR BT, BAUTD L,
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Isee.... OK Tl fly again.

Leader S, BT, WL E o,
OK, then, Let’s go!
Chibita X, THEEXE A,

Good bye, Mr. Gray Heron.

Gray Heron SEH b~
Good bye, Chibita.

Narrator ZO9LT, URVTEBIIRETREZZICLE L,
So the Red-necked Stints departed Yatsu Higata.

Narrator F AR THRORET TWD & RTULARWRIRICH E L7,
As they flew, they came upon a vast ocean.
Chibita Yo~, RATIRWATIEA D,
TN T2, BEAEATAURZI R ol K,
Wow, it’s so vast! What a beautiful ocean.
I can’t see the land we left any more.
Narrator MBI EALEL, EAEARDET £ LT,
The Red-necked Stints kept on flying.
Chibita o, TALIFENRAZTEX,
Oh, that looks like an island.
Chibita HNIRINZD LAmEE L KD & LIcZ Dl TY,
PN FTTNAE—RT R RDORENZONIT TRSOAALTEELT,
At the moment they passed over the island, something with great speed
came hurtling towards the group of Red-necked Stints.
Leader NYTHES L falpn ! BARERT A
A Peregrine Falcon! Watch out. Everyone, escape!
Chibita Ybhbhro, Zhb\k!
Oh no, I'm scared.
Leader FRATRTRL oL Zobi!
Quick, come this way, everyone!
All 2 h—!
Oh no!
Narrator LT e e Y TN oIT b 2 ENRTEE LT,

UL, ZARZEMIEND > THENZD L3> TinvEE L7,
ZFNTH, FTRUIELDRIZTHODOX £,
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Chibita managed to escape from the falcons. However during their

travel, they faced many of such dangers. They lost friends one by one.

Despite this, their travel must continue.

b, DEVRIZR ST, HOETHRABIELOERFL I,
Sh., boP LI

Looks like the storm is getting worse. Let’s stay at that island until the
storm passes.

HOBET! bbb, FlInbe ) &,

To the island! I can’t fly well in this strong wind...

AT, MDA DATE, BT biE<ns X,

Everyone, don’t give up! Stay close Chibita, don’t get behind.
AT, ANCEERNEL!D BAALRFEST—o ! HAR~ !
I can’t go forward! Wait, wait, please!

HON— !

Chibita!

JEITED . AL E LT,
LR E I o T LESTDOTLLE ) ?
A few days after the storm.

What happened to Chibita...?

(Silence for a while)

Narrator

ol BLWERWET, EIEIMOEF—ARNT VT ~ZEDEHN
7=DTY,
S =TT, PRV T —TFaDfiPEbh £ L,
ThH, T3 BXTIRATIRD & 25,
RISl bTETCETHEDICER, beXklEzxS5b3 DRI T
~H EDET,
ZORHTE T RETIBICILHF - TINDH I ETL X 9,
""" B, EAEAVXRY TIZENESNWZL D TT,
Oh! There’s Chibita! Finally, he reached the “Boondall Wetlands” in
Australia. His friends are together with him. Their long long journey of
over ten thousand kilometers from Siberia has finally ended.

However, they won’t stay here for life, it is a place for feeding and
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resting till the next journey. When spring comes in Siberia, they will go
back to breed. And again they will stop by Yatsu Higata Restaurant to

feed and rest on their way.

...It seems getting warmer and the spring is approaching in Siberia...

Slide 15
Leader S, SHIL, URNUT AR
Everyone, it’s time to go back to Siberia.
Chibita DAXDZE— !
OK! Let’s go!
i BLEW
This is the end of the story.
@ % Bx

R AL 15 alEEDTFOMMTY, PR T TEH(FEOL, A=A LT VTR
Za—V—=T7 FOBA&G-— L) LET, AETEICITEY OBt 4~5 4, 8~9 HiZ5
LR T, WAslI<E (FROENR A HE), FREOEOFIZS HIXLE AN THED
INEBREZDLDOERRTV AT BBIETEET,

o> TEIIEMND O M TR DIREITR 20 7T L, IROFED ZBRET HEIZITAEEL 2
BT b TVnET, HbrHE1THELIEN 177 LA TTOT20~40 FHEL T
L TH TSN,

BHETEIL. BOWKETDLVFOT RV REDKBIZL ST, ZRXALXF—%2EZXL2DD
i & L CREIZRGET T, FURCBRETRICRRT 2 FHIC ko7 b, [HU]
ICEWTRTLIEZE, ETHAEREROTRSFICS WS LILER A, £ ORFIBIE
=DV =W TATSEE Y, T LT, ~ABEMICENTHLIENL, BOD
D ZFEL THTIIEIN,

[Epilogue]

A Red-necked Stint is a shorebird species around 15 cm. Red-necked Stints breed in
Siberia and their non-breeding sites are in Australia and New Zealand. On their way,
they drop at Yatsu Higata from April to May, and from August to September. When low
tide, they look for small living creatures in the tidal flat.

The weight of a Red-necked Stint when they arrive at Yatsu Higata is about 20g. It is
said that they double the weight before the next migration. You can imagine the light
weight finding something 20g or 40g in your house.

Yatsu Higata is a very important stepover site for such migratory shorebirds that
migrate long distance. Please come and meet Chibita when the Red-necked Stints are
visiting here. Please look for them charging energy, and think about their migration. You

can ask for advice to the wardens in the visitor centre.
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o, E Red-necked Stints at Yatsu Higata (11 May 2014)
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Whimbrel 42 cm

Grey-tailed Tattler 25 cm

: | Red-necked Stint 15 cm
At Yatsu Higata (17 May 2020)
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Grey Heron 93 cm

At Yatsu Higata




